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Uranium concentrate:  A yellow or brown powder obtained by the milling of uranium ore, processing of in situ leach 
mining solutions, or as a byproduct of phosphoric acid production.  See Uranium oxide. 

Uranium ore:  Rock containing uranium mineralization in concentrations that can be mined economically, typically one 
to four pounds of uranium oxide (U3O8) per ton or 0.05 percent to 0.2 percent U3O8. 

Uranium oxide (U3O8):  Uranium concentrate or yellowcake. 

Useful thermal output:  The thermal energy made available in a combined‐heat‐and‐power system for use in any 
industrial or commercial process, heating or cooling application, or delivered to other end users, i.e., total thermal 
energy made available for processes and applications other than electrical generation. 

U.S.S.R.:  See Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (U.S.S.R.). 

Utility‐scale:  Generators at a site that has a total generating nameplate capacity of 1 megawatt (MW) or more. 

Vented natural gas:  Natural gas released into the air on the production site or at processing plants. 

Vessel bunkering:  Includes sales for the fueling of commercial or private boats, such as pleasure craft, fishing boats, 
tugboats, and ocean‐going vessels, including vessels operated by oil companies.  Excluded are volumes sold to the U.S. 
Armed Forces. 

Waste:  See Biomass waste and Non‐biomass waste. 

Waste coal:  Usable material that is a byproduct of previous coal processing operations.  Waste coal is usually 
composed of mixed coal, soil, and rock (mine waste).  Most waste coal is burned as‐is in unconventional fluidized‐bed 
combustors.  For some uses, waste coal may be partially cleaned by removing some extraneous noncombustible 
constituents.  Examples of waste coal include fine coal, coal obtained from a refuse bank or slurry dam, anthracite culm, 
bituminous gob, and lignite waste. 

Watt (W):  The unit of electrical power equal to one ampere under a pressure of one volt.  A watt is equal to 1/746 
horsepower. 

Watthour (Wh): The electrical energy unit of measure equal to one watt of power supplied to, or taken from, an electric 
circuit steadily for one hour. 

Wax: A solid or semi‐solid material consisting of a mixture of hydrocarbons obtained or derived from petroleum fractions, or 
through a Fischer‐Tropsch type process, in which the straight‐chained paraffin series predominates. This includes all 
marketable wax, whether crude or refined, with a congealing point (ASTM D 938) between 100 and 200 degrees 
Fahrenheit and a maximum oil content (ASTM D 3235) of 50 weight percent. 

Wellhead price:  The value of crude oil or natural gas at the mouth of the well. 

Wind energy: Kinetic energy present in wind motion that can be converted to mechanical energy for driving pumps, 
mills, and electric power generators. 

Wood and wood‐derived fuels: Wood and products derived from wood that are used as fuel, including round wood 
(cord wood), limb wood, wood chips, bark, sawdust, forest residues, charcoal, paper pellets, railroad ties, utility poles, 
black liquor, red liquor, sludge wood, spent sulfite liquor, densified biomass (including wood pellets), and other 
wood‐ based solids and liquids. 

Working gas: The quantity of natural gas in the reservoir that is in addition to the cushion or base gas. It may or may 
not be completely withdrawn during any particular withdrawal season. Conditions permitting, the total working 
capacity could be used more than once during any season. Volumes of working gas are reported in thousand cubic 
feet at standard temperature and pressure. 




