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Residual fuel oil:   A general classification for the heavier oils, known as No. 5 and No. 6 fuel oils, that remain after     
the distillate fuel oils and lighter hydrocarbons are distilled away in refinery operations.  It conforms to ASTM 
Specifications D 396 and D 975 and Federal Specification VV‐F‐815C. No. 5, a residual fuel oil of medium viscosity, is  
also known as Navy Special and is defined in Military Specification  MIL‐F‐859E,  including  Amendment 2  (NATO 
Symbol F‐770).  It is used in steam‐powered vessels in government service and inshore power plants.  No. 6 fuel oil 
includes Bunker C fuel oil and is used for the production of electric power, space heating, vessel bunkering, and   
various industrial purposes. 

Road oil:  Any heavy petroleum oil, including residual asphaltic oil used as a dust palliative and surface treatment on 
roads and highways.  It is generally produced in six grades, from 0, the most liquid, to 5, the most viscous. 

Rotary rig:  A machine used for drilling wells that employs a rotating tube attached to a bit for boring holes through 
rock. 

Short ton (coal):  A unit of weight equal to 2,000 pounds. 

SIC (Standard Industrial Classification):  A set of codes developed by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget which 
categorizes industries into groups with similar economic activities.  Replaced by NAICS (North American Industry 
Classification System). 

Small‐scale:  Generators at a site that has a total generating nameplate capacity of less than 1 megawatt (MW). 

Solar energy:  See Solar photovoltaic (PV) energy and Solar thermal energy. 

Solar photovoltaic (PV) energy:  Energy, radiated by the sun that is converted into direct‐current electricity by solar 
photovoltaic cells.  Examples of solar PV technologies include solar panels on residential and commercial rooftops 
(generally small‐scale solar PV energy) and mirrors or dishes that concentrate solar rays onto solar PV panels 
(concentrating PV or CPV).  Utility‐scale solar PV electric generation typically relies on installations of solar PV panels 
on or near the ground (solar farms). 

Solar thermal direct‐use energy:  Heat from the sun used by an onsite application, such as a solar thermal water 
heating system. 

Solar thermal energy:  Energy, radiated by the sun that is converted into electricity or heat by means of solar 
concentrating collectors.  Examples of solar thermal energy technologies include pool heaters, dark water bladders, or 
thermal panels (generally small‐scale solar thermal energy).  Utility‐scale solar thermal electric generation typically 
relies on a large array of mirrors to heat fluids and turn a turbine, which generates electricity. 

Special naphthas:  All finished products within the naphtha boiling range that are used as paint thinners, cleaners, or 
solvents.  These products are refined to a specified flash point.  Special naphthas include all commercial hexane and 
cleaning solvents conforming to ASTM Specification D1836 and D484, respectively.  Naphthas to be blended or 
marketed as motor gasoline or aviation gasoline, or that are to be used as petrochemical and synthetic natural gas 
(SNG) feedstocks are excluded. 

Station use:  Energy that is used to operate an electric power plant.  It includes energy consumed for plant lighting, 
power, and auxiliary facilities, regardless of whether the energy is produced at the plant or comes from another 
source. 

Steam coal:  All nonmetallurgical coal. 

Steam‐electric power plant:  A plant in which the prime mover is a steam turbine.  The steam used to drive the turbine is 
produced in a boiler where fossil fuels are burned. 

Still gas:  Any form or mixture of gases produced in refineries by distillation, cracking, reforming, and other    
processes.  The principal constituents are methane and ethane.  May contain hydrogen and small/trace amounts of 
other gases.  Still gas is typically consumed as refinery fuel or used as petrochemical feedstock.  Still gas burned for 
refinery fuel may differ in composition from marketed still gas sold to other users.  See Refinery gas. 

Stocks:  See Coal stocks, Crude oil stocks, or Petroleum stocks, primary. 




