Petrochemical feedstocks: Chemical feedstocks derived from refined or partially refined petroleum fractions, principally
for use in the manufacturing of chemicals, synthetic rubber, and a variety of plastics.
Petroleum: A broadly defined class of liquid hydrocarbon mixtures. Included are crude oil, lease condensate,
unfinished oils, refined products obtained from the processing of crude oil, and natural gas plant liquids. Note:
Volumes of finished petroleum products include nonhydrocarbon compounds, such as additives and detergents, after
they have been blended into the products.
Petroleum coke: A residue high in carbon content and low in hydrogen that is the final product of thermal
decomposition in the condensation process in cracking. This product is reported as marketable coke or catalyst
coke. The conversion is 5 barrels (of 42 U.S. gallons each) per short ton. See Petroleum coke, Catalyst and
Petroleum coke, marketable.
Petroleum coke, catalyst: The carbonaceous residue that is deposited on the catalyst used in many catalytic operations
(e.g., catalytic cracking). Carbon is deposited on the catalyst, thus deactivating the catalyst. The catalyst is reactivated
by burning off the carbon producing heat and carbon dioxide (CO2). The carbonaceous residue is not recoverable as a
product. See Petroleum coke.
Petroleum coke, marketable: Those grades of coke produced in delayed or fluid cokers that may be recovered as
relatively pure carbon. Marketable petroleum coke may be sold as is or further purified by calcining. See Petroleum
coke.
Petroleum consumption: See Products supplied (petroleum).
Petroleum imports: Imports of petroleum into the 50 states and the District of Columbia from foreign countries and
from Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and other U.S. territories and possessions. Included are imports for the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve and withdrawals from bonded warehouses for onshore consumption, offshore bunker
use, and military use. Excluded are receipts of foreign petroleum into bonded warehouses and into U.S. territories
and U.S. Foreign Trade Zones.
Petroleum products: Products obtained from the processing of crude oil (including lease condensate), natural gas, and
other hydrocarbon compounds. Petroleum products include unfinished oils, hydrocarbon gas liquids, aviation gasoline,
motor gasoline, naphtha‐type jet fuel, kerosene‐type jet fuel, kerosene, distillate fuel oil, residual fuel oil, petrochemical
feedstocks, special naphthas, lubricants, waxes, petroleum coke, asphalt, road oil, still gas, and miscellaneous products.
Petroleum stocks, primary: For individual products, quantities that are held at refineries, in pipelines, and at bulk
terminals that have a capacity of 50,000 barrels or more, or that are in transit thereto. Stocks held by product retailers
and resellers, as well as tertiary stocks held at the point of consumption, are excluded. Stocks of individual products
held at gas processing plants are excluded from individual product estimates but are included in other oils estimates
and total.
Pipeline fuel: Gas consumed in the operation of pipelines, primarily in compressors.
Plant condensate: Liquid hydrocarbons recovered at inlet separators or scrubbers in natural gas processing plants at
atmospheric pressure and ambient temperatures. Mostly pentanes and heavier hydrocarbons.
Primary energy: Energy in the form that it is first accounted for in a statistical energy balance, before any
transformation to secondary or tertiary forms of energy. For example, coal can be converted to synthetic gas, which
can be converted to electricity; in this example, coal is primary energy, synthetic gas is secondary energy, and electricity
is tertiary energy. See Primary energy production and Primary energy consumption.
Primary energy consumption: Consumption of primary energy. The U.S. Energy Information Administration includes
the following in U.S. primary energy consumption: coal consumption; coal coke net imports; petroleum consumption
(petroleum products supplied); dry natural gas—excluding supplemental gaseous fuels—consumption; nuclear
electricity net generation (converted to Btu using the nuclear plants heat rate); conventional hydroelectricity net
generation (converted to Btu using the average heat rate of fossil‐fuel fired plants); geothermal electricity net
generation (converted to Btu using the average annual heat rate of fossil‐fueled fired plants ), geothermal heat pump
energy and geothermal direct‐use energy; solar thermal and photovoltaic electricity net generation (converted to Btu
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