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dry gas withdrawn from gas storage reservoirs are not considered part of production.  Dry natural gas production 
equals natural gas marketed production less natural gas plant liquids production. 

Natural gas liquids (NGL):  A group of hydrocarbons including ethane, propane, normal butane, isobutane, and natural 
gasoline.  Generally include natural gas plant liquids and all liquefied refinery gases except olefins. See Paraffinic 
hydrocarbons. 

Natural gas marketed production:  Gross withdrawals of natural gas from production reservoirs, less gas used for 
reservoir repressuring; nonhydrocarbon gases removed in treating and processing operations; and quantities of 
vented natural gas and flared natural gas. 

Natural gas plant liquids (NGPL):  Those hydrocarbons in natural gas that are separated as liquids at natural gas 
processing, fractionating, and cycling plants.  Products obtained include ethane, liquefied petroleum gases 
(propane, normal butane and isobutane), and natural gasoline.  Component products may be fractionated or 
mixed.  Lease condensate and plant condensate are excluded.  Note:  Some EIA publications categorize NGPL 
production as field production, in accordance with definitions used prior to January 2014. 

Natural gas wellhead price:  The wellhead price of natural gas is calculated by dividing the total reported value at the 
wellhead by the total quantity produced as reported by the appropriate agencies of individual producing states and 
the U.S. Minerals Management Service.  The price includes all costs prior to shipment from the lease, including 
gathering and compression costs, in addition to state production, severance, and similar charges. 

Natural gasoline:  A commodity product commonly traded in natural gas liquids (NGL) markets that comprises liquid 
hydrocarbons (mostly pentanes and hexanes) and generally remains liquid at ambient temperatures and atmospheric 
pressure. Natural gasoline is equivalent to pentanes plus. 

Net summer capacity:  The maximum output, commonly expressed in kilowatts (kW) or megawatts (MW), that 
generating equipment can supply to system load, as demonstrated by a multi‐hour test, at the time of summer peak 
demand (period of June 1 through September 30).  This output reflects a reduction in capacity due to electricity use for 
station service or auxiliaries. 

Neutral zone:  A 6,200 square‐mile area shared equally between Kuwait and Saudi Arabia under a 1992 agreement. 
The Neutral zone contains an estimated 5 billion barrels of oil and 8 trillion cubic feet of natural gas. 

Nominal dollars:  A measure used to express nominal price. 

Nominal price:  The price paid for a product or service at the time of the transaction.  Nominal prices are those that 
have not been adjusted to remove the effect of changes in the purchasing power of the dollar; they reflect buying 
power in the year in which the transaction occurred. 

Non‐biomass waste:  Material of non‐biological origin that is a byproduct or a discarded product.  “Non‐biomass waste” 
includes municipal solid waste from non‐biogenic sources, such as plastics, and tire‐derived fuels. 

Non‐combustion use:  Fossil fuels (coal, natural gas, and petroleum products) that are not burned to release energy and 
instead used directly as construction materials, chemical feedstocks, lubricants, solvents, waxes, and other products. 
Sometimes used synonymously with “nonfuel use (of energy).” 

Nonhydrocarbon gases:  Typical nonhydrocarbon gases that may be present in reservoir natural gas are carbon dioxide, 
helium, hydrogen sulfide, and nitrogen. 

Nonrenewable fuels:  Fuels that cannot be easily made or "renewed," such as crude oil, natural gas, and coal. 

Normal butane (C4H10):  A straight‐chain saturated (paraffinic) hydrocarbon extracted from both natural gas and 
refinery gas streams, which is gaseous at standard temperature and pressure.  It is a colorless gas that boils at a 
temperature of 31 degrees Fahrenheit.  See Paraffinic hydrocarbons. 

Nuclear electric power (nuclear power):  Electricity generated by the use of the thermal energy released from the 
fission of nuclear fuel in a reactor. 

 




