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The U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA), the statistical and analytical agency within the  

U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), prepared this report. By law, our data, analyses, and forecasts are 

independent of approval by any other officer or employee of the U.S. Government. The views in this 

report do not represent those of DOE or any other federal agencies. The Short-Term Energy Outlook 

(STEO) is prepared in accordance with sections 52(b) and 57(a)(1) of Federal Energy Administration Act 

of 1974, as amended, and section 1245(d(4)(A) of the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for 

Fiscal Year 2021, as amended. 
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Overview 

U.S. energy market indicators 2025 2026 2027 

Brent crude oil spot price (dollars per barrel)  $69  $91  $74 

Retail gasoline price (dollars per gallon)  $3.10   $3.84  $3.35 

U.S. crude oil production (million barrels per day)  13.7   13.8   14.3  

Natural gas price at Henry Hub (dollars per million British 
thermal units)  $3.53   $3.43  $3.28  

U.S. liquefied natural gas gross exports (billion cubic feet 
per day) 15 17 19 

Shares of U.S. electricity generation        

Natural gas 40% 40% 40% 

Coal 17% 16% 14% 

Nuclear 18% 18% 18% 

Conventional hydropower 6% 6% 6% 

Wind 11% 11% 12% 

Solar 7% 8% 9% 

Other energy sources 1% 1% 1% 

U.S. GDP (percentage change) 2.1% 2.1% 2.4% 

U.S. CO2 emissions (billion metric tons) 4.9 4.8 4.8 
Data source: U.S. Energy Information Administration, Short-Term Energy Outlook, September 2026 
Note: Values in this table are rounded and may not match values in other tables in this report. 

 

• Global oil market assumptions. We forecast oil production in the Middle East will rise in the 

coming months because of gradually increasing flows through the Strait of Hormuz and the use 

of alternative routes out of the region, according to our September 2026 Short-Term Energy 

Outlook (STEO). However, we assume some constraints to exporting oil from the Middle East 

will persist through the end of the year, which keeps crude oil production in the region below 

pre-conflict averages until the second quarter of 2027 (2Q27).  

• Global oil prices. Global oil prices rose to an average of $91 per barrel (b) in August, $7/b higher 

than in July. Prices remain elevated in response to falling global oil inventories, which we 

estimate have decreased by 400 million barrels so far this year. We expect inventories will 

continue falling through the end of 2026, which will keep prices near the August monthly 

average in the coming months. We now forecast the Brent crude oil spot price to average 

around $90/b in 2H26. As oil production rises into next year, and as inventories rebuild, we 

expect the Brent spot price to gradually fall to an average of $74/b in 2027.  

• Distillate fuel oil inventories. We forecast U.S. distillate fuel oil inventories will drop below 100 

million barrels in September and will remain below the five-year (2021–2025) low through much 

of 2027. Tightness in the global distillate market has raised domestic prices and incentivized U.S. 
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exporters to increase distillate exports. We assume global production of distillate fuel will 

remain below last year’s levels in the coming months, contributing to low U.S. diesel inventories 

and high diesel prices.   

• Natural gas storage. U.S. natural gas inventories are on track to be above the five-year average 

at the start of winter. We forecast natural gas inventories will total 3,969 billion cubic feet on 

October 31, 2026—the end of the injection season—5% above the five-year average. Rising 

natural gas production in the Permian and Haynesville regions has supported inventory builds 

over the summer.  

• Electricity demand. The United States uses record amounts of electricity in our forecast. We 

expect electricity sales in the United States to total 4,135 billion kilowatthours (BkWh) in 2026 

and 4,211 BkWh in 2027, driven by data center development and increased manufacturing 

activity in the commercial and industrial sectors. Despite a pause in connecting new data center 

projects in Texas to the grid, the West South Central region accounts for the largest share of 

total electricity sales growth in our forecast. 

• Forecast timeline. We finalized inputs into the model on September 3, 2026. This month’s 

forecast does not specifically account for market events after that day.  

 

 

  

Notable forecast changes 
Current forecast: September 9, 2026; previous forecast: August 11, 2026 2026 2027 

Distillate crack spread (dollars per gallon) $0.94 $0.63 

      Previous forecast $0.84 $0.67 

         Percentage change 11.6% -5.2% 

Retail diesel price (dollars per gallon) $5.07 $4.40 

      Previous forecast $4.85 $4.07 

         Percentage change 4.4% 8.2% 

West South Central region electricity sales (billion kilowatthours) 761 790 

      Previous forecast 765 829 

         Percentage change -0.5% -4.7% 
Data source: U.S. Energy Information Administration, Short-Term Energy Outlook  
Note: Percentages and changes are calculated from unrounded values. 

    

https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-directs-comprehensive-data-center-audit
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-directs-comprehensive-data-center-audit
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Global Oil Markets  

Global oil prices  
The Brent crude oil spot price increased to an average of $91 per barrel (b) in August, $7/b higher than 

in July. Global crude oil prices rose in August as total exports out of the Middle East remained 

constrained, leading to more oil production shut-ins in the region. This is due, in part, to the renewal of 

the U.S. blockade on Iran’s oil exports following Iran’s attacks on tankers in the Strait of Hormuz, as well 

as because of a new rounds of sanctions from the Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets 

Control against Iranian economic and oil interests. We expect these policies to restrict Iran’s oil exports 

and reduce its oil production.  

In addition, attacks on Saudi Arabia’s oil exports through the Bab el-Mandeb strait, a major world oil 

transit chokepoint, reduced oil exports departing from Saudi Arabia’s Yanbu port on the Red Sea, a route 

which bypasses the Strait of Hormuz. In August, exports out of Yanbu were down by about half from 

July, according to estimates from Vortexa. In response, Saudi Arabia has increased oil shipments through 

the Suez Canal at the north end of the Red Sea, a longer and costlier route for customers in Asia. 

Although Saudi Arabia has also reportedly begun to use a series of ship-to-ship transfers outside of the 

Persian Gulf, we expect that the constrained Red Sea shipping channel will limit Saudi Arabia’s supply in 

the near term until global shipping flows adjust.  

Table 1. Estimated Strait of Hormuz closure-related disruptions in crude oil production  
thousand barrels per day 

Country 

Production  

Feb-26 

Estimated  

shut-ins 

Mar–June-26 

Average 

Estimated 

shut-ins 

Jul-26 

Estimated 

shut-ins 

Aug-26 

Forecast 

shut-ins 

3Q26 

Forecast  

shut-ins 

4Q26 

Forecast  

shut-ins 

1Q27 

Kuwait 2,560 1,648 850 680    

UAE 3,600 925 0 0    

Iran 3,390 455 200 1,000    

Iraq 4,400 2,880 1,720 1,160    

Qatar 557 463 150 200    

Bahrain 193 143 110 130    

Saudi Arabia 10,500 2,923 1,950 3,550    

Total 25,200 9,435 4,980 6,720 6,230 5,663 2,717 

Data source: U.S. Energy Information Administration, Short-Term Energy Outlook, September 2026 

As flows through the Strait of Hormuz and the Bab el-Mandeb strait remain constrained and variable, 

crude oil production shut-ins rose over the past month. We assess that crude oil production shut-ins 

averaged 6.7 million barrels per day (b/d) in August, up from 5.0 million b/d in July. We assume that oil 

flows from the Middle East remain constrained through the fourth quarter of 2026 (4Q26), leading to 

shut-in production volumes averaging 5.7 million b/d during that quarter.  

Although we raised our forecast for production disruptions in coming months, we expect oil flows out of 

the Middle East will gradually increase as shippers continue to find workarounds that allow them to 

We only forecast 

aggregate disruptions for 

future months. 

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sb0613
https://www.eia.gov/outlooks/steo/report/energysecurity/article.php
https://www.eia.gov/outlooks/steo/report/energysecurity/article.php
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/aramco-offers-more-oil-outside-hormuz-with-some-cargoes-heading-china-2026-08-26/
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export oil from the Middle East: using pipeline and overland bypass routes, increasing ship-to-ship 

transfers, and using new bypass pipeline capacity in the United Arab Emirates, expected to come online 

in mid-2027. If these assumptions hold, we expect it will take until 2Q27 for most production and trade 

flows to return to pre-conflict averages. We anticipate, however, that some producers around the 

Persian Gulf will not be able to bring oil output back to pre-conflict averages during the forecast period.  

Because of the large drawdown in global inventories driven by continued disruptions of crude oil 

production, we forecast that oil prices will remain elevated until global oil flows return to normal and oil 

inventories can be replenished. We estimate that global oil inventories fell by an average of 3.9 million 

b/d in 2Q26 and that they will fall by an additional 3.0 million b/d on average in 3Q26 and 1.7 million 

b/d on average in 4Q26. As a result, we forecast the Brent crude oil spot price will average around $90/b 

in the second half of 2026 (2H26), $8/b higher than in last month’s STEO. 

As exports from the Middle East gradually increase and shut-in oil production restarts, we forecast oil 

prices will begin to fall, decreasing to an average of $77/b by 2Q27. We assess that most shut-in oil 

production will be largely restored in 2H27 and that global oil inventories will again start building, 

gradually lowering oil prices to an average of $67/b in 2H27, similar to last month’s STEO. However, we 

expect continued volatility in flows both through the Strait of Hormuz and through alternative routes 

based on changing conditions in the conflict, which will likely lead to more volatility in short-term price 

movements than our forecast indicates. 

 

U.S. Petroleum Products  

U.S. distillate inventories 
We forecast inventories of distillate fuel oil—often sold as diesel—in the United States to fall below 100 

million barrels in September and remain below the five-year (2021–2025) low through the end of 2026 

and most of 2027. Distillate inventories fell below the five-year range in April, coinciding with high U.S. 

https://www.cnbc.com/2026/05/20/uae-pipeline-strait-hormuz-iran-war-oil.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/05/20/uae-pipeline-strait-hormuz-iran-war-oil.html
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net exports of the fuel following the loss of large amounts of distillate supply from the Middle East, 

Russia, and China. The low inventories are reflected in global distillate prices, which have increased 

throughout the summer in response to lower international refinery production of distillate fuel oil.  

 

Tightness in the global distillate market raises global prices for distillate and incentivizes U.S. exports of 

distillate. In the STEO, we assume that global production of distillate fuel will remain below last year’s 

levels in the coming months, which contributes to our forecast of higher net exports of distillate.  

Net exports of distillate have been above or near the five-year high in every month of 2026 since 

February. Low distillate inventories contribute to higher domestic diesel prices. We expect this effect 

will be particularly pronounced because of seasonal drops in distillate production and seasonal increases 

in distillate consumption during the fall and winter. Distillate production typically decreases during the 

fall refinery maintenance season while harvest-season agricultural demand for distillate increases. Low 

inventories may also contribute to higher prices for residential heating oil in the Northeastern United 

States.  

U.S. diesel crack spreads 
We estimate U.S. average diesel crack spreads to exceed $2 per gallon from August through November, 

before decreasing steadily through mid-2027. This decrease assumes a return to normal tanker traffic 

through the Strait of Hormuz in the near term, allowing refineries in Saudia Arabia and Kuwait to 

increase exports of distillate to the global market. We also expect the return of free-flowing crude oil 

through from the Middle East will improve the availability of crude oil supplies to East Asian refiners, 

who may increase production, thereby further contributing to lower international crack spreads. If the 

flows out of the Middle East remain constrained beyond the end of 2026, we would expect to see higher 

distillate crack spreads globally than what is included in our current forecast. Global distillate prices face 



September 2026 

U.S. Energy Information Administration | Short-Term Energy Outlook 7 

additional upward pressure from the loss of refinery activity in Russia. We estimate that those refinery 

outages will continue to affect the global market through the first half of 2027.  

 

Natural Gas  

Natural gas storage 
U.S. natural gas inventories are set to be relatively high heading into the winter heating season. We 

forecast U.S. working natural gas inventories will total 3,969 billion cubic feet (Bcf) on October 31, 2026, 

5% above the previous five-year average (2021–2025) and 1% above October 2025 levels. Relatively high 

inventories in part reflect strong growth in natural gas production in recent months. Regional balances 

vary entering the withdrawal season (November—March), with inventories in the Mountain region at 

21% above their five-year average, followed by the Pacific at 10%, the Midwest at 6%, and South Central 

at 4%. Inventories in the East are expected to enter the withdrawal season about equal to the five-year 

average. 

Lower relative inventories in the East largely stem from a lower starting point for the injection season 

relative to the other regions and more limited regional production growth. Inventories in the region 

began the injection season 11% below the five-year average, following relatively large winter 

withdrawals owing to colder-than-normal weather. Although Appalachian natural gas production 

remains near record highs, its growth has been slower this year compared with other regions.  

https://finance.yahoo.com/energy/articles/russia-extends-diesel-export-ban-155100044.html?guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAGVjdXwoF9e2SbX-MHyOLaLw0uY5CUi_J6Ad8edghEJ8YDUJHCxoWhAHPxZ0IrkWxaPZtrrLMcA1qhJSb896GJVuA0wPR7VLOZ2UkRsEu8u3B650eGp1CAZHmzafYsBJ4qSAWq3uvGdK2jdlVZkcVTocS3gYtuV2G5Pt-PHhgclg&guccounter=2
https://ir.eia.gov/secure/ngs/notes.html?Policy=eyJTdGF0ZW1lbnQiOlt7IlJlc291cmNlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9pci5laWEuZ292L3NlY3VyZS9uZ3MvKiIsIkNvbmRpdGlvbiI6eyJEYXRlTGVzc1RoYW4iOnsiQVdTOkVwb2NoVGltZSI6MTc4OTA0NjQwMH0sIkRhdGVHcmVhdGVyVGhhbiI6eyJBV1M6RXBvY2hUaW1lIjoxNzg4NDQ1ODAwfX19XX0&Signature=BxoJu9N0aB85~dtwu18DyiaiDCcxV~CyjyClfcfZvKtjcsZR9RlQdJdeSne70dSMYs-mtyzGI~~A1VZE1JllPnQNxKkHbA-oqRoXdcErV4egGdgqPg6DbDfAHiaY8SFOcgL84TtJYPbJRDYN2hrfJCiM5pTUpVQpFyDn4cXp~4oSfOBfxkwuo~i5aGslu7~FzEG55-pjxAJ1fkXKA0HPqVwyUtKDMOvABg209dh2HpPEI47c9Sq-wrfjaU9E-fWOl4muANiACHvgpe8aHYGazH2d5g4Y2S5JHICXfZAWy2AVcXCJ8NCU4fvaIM7D43rCF7fYIQ8fCRZ1yNiMP3CFqA&Key-Pair-Id=K1YBTXLRJ25MD1
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Natural gas production 
U.S. marketed natural gas production continues to grow in our forecast, providing additional supply to 

meet demand and support storage additions. Production increases by 4.5 billion cubic feet per day 

(Bcf/d) in 2026 and 4.6 Bcf/d in 2027. The Permian and Haynesville regions together account for more 

than 70% of production growth in our forecast.   

 

Permian production in our forecast grows by 1.7 Bcf/d in 2026 and 2.2 Bcf/d in 2027. Most Permian 

natural gas production is associated with crude oil production. Natural gas production in the region has 
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been growing faster than crude oil production as natural gas-to-oil ratios increase. The Permian natural 

gas-to-oil ratio averaged nearly 4,200 cubic feet per barrel in 2025, 15% higher than in 2021. 

Additionally, pipeline capacity additions help support production growth through the forecast period. 

Energy Transfer’s Hugh Brinson pipeline—which originates in the Permian—began interstate natural gas 

shipments in June, which is earlier than we had previously expected. The pipeline will ramp up flows 

through early 2027. 

Haynesville production in our forecast increases by 1.4 Bcf/d in 2026 and by 1.3 Bcf/d in 2027, 

supported by forecast stable natural gas prices at Henry Hub, the region’s proximity to Gulf Coast 

liquefied natural gas export terminals, and nearby industrial demand. Appalachian production increases 

by about 0.6 Bcf/d in 2026 and 0.3 Bcf/d in 2027. 

Electricity, Coal, and Renewables 

Electricity consumption 
Electricity consumption reaches record levels in our forecast, driven by data center development and 

increased manufacturing activity in the commercial and industrial sectors. We expect electricity sales in 

the United States to total 4,135 billion kilowatthours (BkWh) in 2026, an increase of almost 2% over 

2025. We expect an additional growth of nearly 2% in electricity sales in 2027, with total electricity 

consumption totaling 4,211 BkWh in 2027. We forecast that commercial sector electricity sales will 

increase by 3.3% in 2026 and 2.7% in 2027, accounting for 63% and 56% of the increase in electricity 

sales in those years. We forecast industrial sector electricity sales will rise 1.6% in 2026 and 2.6% in 

2027, accounting for an additional 22% and 36% of increased electricity sales, respectively. Although 

Texas has paused the connection of new data centers to the grid to facilitate a regulatory audit of 

proposed data center projects, the West South Central region still accounts for the largest regional share 

of growth in total electricity sales, totaling nearly 20% of nationwide growth in 2026 and nearly 40% in 

2027.  

 

https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=67785
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=67707
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filelist?accession_number=20260710-5097
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-directs-comprehensive-data-center-audit
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Electricity generation 
Electricity generation grows in line with electricity use in the forecast. With natural gas generation in the 

United States rising by 2% in 2026 and 1% in 2027, coal generation falls by 8% in 2026 and 6% in 2027. 

As wind and utility-scale solar capacity continues to be added to the grid, we expect solar generation to 

grow by 21% in 2026 and by 18% in 2027, while wind generation grows 7% in 2026 and 5% in 2027.  

We expect the PJM interconnection to account for nearly 45% of the growth in total U.S. generation in 

our forecast, with natural gas generation driving the increase in 2026 and natural gas, coal, and wind 

generation driving the increase in 2027. Meanwhile, the growth in solar generation is concentrated in 

the parts of the grid managed by the Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT) and the Midcontinent 

Independent System Operator (MISO). In 2026, we expect added solar generation of 18 BkWh in ERCOT 

and 13 BkWh in MISO, followed by an additional 20 BkWh in ERCOT and 11 BkWh in MISO in 2027.  

https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=66604
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=67205
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=67766
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Coal markets 
Reduced demand for coal in the electric power sector leads to lower coal production in our forecast. We 

expect coal production to fall from 528 million short tons (MMst) in 2025 to 516 MMst in 2026 and 497 

MMst in 2027. The decline is driven primarily by the Western region, which produces about half of total 

coal supply in the country. We expect production in the Western region to decline by about 4% in 2026 

and another 5% in 2027, to a total of 260 MMst. Smaller changes are expected in the Appalachian 

region, where production in 2026 remains relatively flat before declining by about 2% in 2027. The 

Interior region also is expected to have similar production levels in 2026 as last year, before dropping by 

about 5% in 2027 to 79 MMst.  

Although coal exports in our forecast increase compared with 2025, we forecast domestic demand for 

coal from the electric power sector will decline by 8% in 2026 and 6% in 2027, as natural gas and 

renewables generation in the Northwest and MISO regions increases. 
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Economy, CO2, and Weather  

U.S. macroeconomics 
To generate the macroeconomic assumptions in the Short-Term Energy Outlook (STEO), we input STEO 

energy price forecasts into S&P Global’s Short-Term U.S. Macroeconomic Model to produce a 

conditional macroeconomic forecast. For more details on the macroeconomic model, see our 

documentation. 

Emissions 
We forecast U.S. energy-related carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions to decrease by 1.7% in 2026 relative to 

2025 and to decrease by 0.1% in 2027. In 2026, decreases in CO2 emissions are due primarily to 

expected declines in coal consumption and, to a lesser extent, declines in consumption of various 

petroleum products, most notably motor gasoline and distillate fuel oil. Declines in both coal-related 

and petroleum-related emissions are expected to continue in 2027 but are offset by rising natural gas-

related emissions, largely in the form of natural gas-fired electricity generation, resulting in a net 

decrease in total CO2 emissions. 

https://www.eia.gov/analysis/handbook/pdf/STEO%20Macroeconomic%20Model.pdf
https://www.eia.gov/analysis/handbook/pdf/STEO%20Macroeconomic%20Model.pdf
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Weather  

We expect average temperatures in the final weeks of summer (June—September) to slightly offset 

warmer-than-average temperatures in July and August. Based on our current forecasts and data from 

the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, we expect the United States to average 208 

cooling degree days (CDDs) in September, 3% more CDDs than September 2025 about the same as the 

10-year monthly average. Overall, our forecast assumes 2026 will be warmer than average, supported 

by warmer weather this summer—5% more CDDs than the 10-year summer average—and 5% fewer 

heating degree days in the first quarter of 2026 than the 10-year quarterly average.  

 

https://www.eia.gov/tools/glossary/index.php?id=C#cool_degree_day
https://www.eia.gov/tools/glossary/index.php?id=H#heat_degree

