
U.S. Energy Information Administration | Annual Coal Report 2024

Table 19.  Average Number of Employees at Underground and Surface Mines by State and Mine Production Range, 2024

Mine Production Range (thousand short tons)

Coal-Producing State, Region1

and Mine Type Above 1,000
Above 500

to 1,000
Above 200

to 500
Above 100

to 200
Above 50

to 100
Above 10

to 50
Above 0

to 10 Zero2
Total Number
of Employees

Alabama 1,957 - 306 89 56 13 6 98 2,525

      Underground 1,957 - 160 65 23 - - 87 2,292

      Surface - - 146 24 33 13 6 11 233

Alaska 105 - - - - - - - 105

      Surface 105 - - - - - - - 105

Colorado 830 319 17 - - - - - 1,166

      Underground 490 319 - - - - - - 809

      Surface 340 - 17 - - - - - 357

Illinois 2,031 - 82 17 - - 2 150 2,282

      Underground 2,031 - 55 - - - - 129 2,215

      Surface - - 27 17 - - 2 21 67

Indiana 1,711 18 171 22 31 9 - 78 2,040

      Underground 1,064 - 74 - - - - 78 1,216

      Surface 647 18 97 22 31 9 - - 824

Kentucky Total 1,239 462 973 308 379 306 140 573 4,426

      Underground 1,239 366 669 38 286 189 66 355 3,244

      Surface - 96 304 270 93 117 74 218 1,182

Kentucky (East) - 462 805 308 379 306 140 438 2,884

      Underground - 366 501 38 286 189 66 220 1,702

      Surface - 96 304 270 93 117 74 218 1,182

Kentucky (West) 1,239 - 168 - - - - 135 1,542

      Underground 1,239 - 168 - - - - 135 1,542

Louisiana - - 34 - - - - - 34

      Surface - - 34 - - - - - 34

Maryland - 117 35 52 29 4 17 53 307

      Underground - 117 - - - - - 44 161

      Surface - - 35 52 29 4 17 9 146

Mississippi 217 - - - - - - - 217

      Surface 217 - - - - - - - 217

Missouri - - - 8 - - - - 8

      Surface - - - 8 - - - - 8

Montana 845 68 - - - - - 11 924

      Underground 263 - - - - - - - 263

      Surface 582 68 - - - - - 11 661

New Mexico 585 - - - - - - - 585

      Surface 585 - - - - - - - 585

North Dakota 1,200 - - - - - - - 1,200

      Surface 1,200 - - - - - - - 1,200

Ohio - 55 199 - 10 13 21 29 327

      Underground - 55 69 - - - - 18 142

      Surface - - 130 - 10 13 21 11 185

Oklahoma - - - - - - 1 - 1

      Surface - - - - - - 1 - 1

Pennsylvania Total 2,276 131 660 623 113 271 136 563 4,826

      Underground 2,276 131 498 210 48 18 14 156 3,363

      Surface - - 162 413 65 253 122 407 1,463

Pennsylvania (Anthracite) - - 128 223 38 140 57 395 1,019

      Underground - - - - - 18 9 25 52

      Surface - - 128 223 38 122 48 370 967

Pennsylvania (Bituminous) 2,276 131 532 400 75 131 79 168 3,807

      Underground 2,276 131 498 210 48 - 5 131 3,311

      Surface - - 34 190 27 131 74 37 496

Texas 651 - - - - - - - 651

      Surface 651 - - - - - - - 651

Utah 1,078 - 152 - - - - 42 1,283

      Underground 1,078 - 152 - - - - 24 1,254

      Surface - - - - - - - 18 29
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Mine Production Range (thousand short tons)

Coal-Producing State, Region1

and Mine Type Above 1,000
Above 500

to 1,000
Above 200

to 500
Above 100

to 200
Above 50

to 100
Above 10

to 50
Above 0

to 10 Zero2
Total Number
of Employees

Virginia 1,118 - 475 227 174 134 20 323 2,471

      Underground 1,118 - 215 40 47 60 - 173 1,653

      Surface - - 260 187 127 74 20 150 818

West Virginia Total 5,855 2,998 1,949 790 483 406 157 1,488 14,177

      Underground 5,421 2,388 1,287 422 210 185 34 1,067 11,014

      Surface 434 610 662 368 273 221 123 421 3,163

West Virginia (Northern) 4,027 326 - 15 10 - - 142 4,571

      Underground 4,027 326 - - - - - 127 4,480

      Surface - - - 15 10 - - 15 91

West Virginia (Southern) 1,828 2,672 1,949 775 473 406 157 1,346 9,606

      Underground 1,394 2,062 1,287 422 210 185 34 940 6,534

      Surface 434 610 662 353 263 221 123 406 3,072

Wyoming 4,292 - 82 - - - - - 4,374

      Surface 4,292 - 82 - - - - - 4,374

Appalachia Total 11,206 3,763 4,429 2,089 1,244 1,147 497 2,992 27,517

      Underground 10,772 3,057 2,730 775 614 452 114 1,765 20,327

      Surface 434 706 1,699 1,314 630 695 383 1,227 7,190

Appalachia Central 2,946 3,134 3,229 1,310 1,026 846 317 2,107 14,961

      Underground 2,512 2,428 2,003 500 543 434 100 1,333 9,889

      Surface 434 706 1,226 810 483 412 217 774 5,072

Appalachia Northern 6,303 629 894 690 162 288 174 787 10,031

      Underground 6,303 629 567 210 48 18 14 345 8,146

      Surface - - 327 480 114 270 160 442 1,885

Appalachia Southern 1,957 - 306 89 56 13 6 98 2,525

      Underground 1,957 - 160 65 23 - - 87 2,292

      Surface - - 146 24 33 13 6 11 233

Interior Region Total 5,849 18 455 47 31 9 3 363 6,775

      Underground 4,334 - 297 - - - - 342 4,973

      Surface 1,515 18 158 47 31 9 3 21 1,802

Illinois Basin 4,981 18 421 39 31 9 2 363 5,864

      Underground 4,334 - 297 - - - - 342 4,973

      Surface 647 18 124 39 31 9 2 21 891

Other Interior 868 - 34 8 - - 1 - 911

      Surface 868 - 34 8 - - 1 - 911

Western Region Total 8,935 387 251 - - - - 53 9,637

      Underground 1,831 319 152 - - - - 24 2,326

      Surface 7,104 68 99 - - - - 29 7,311

Powder River Basin 4,430 68 - - - - - 11 4,509

      Surface 4,430 68 - - - - - 11 4,509

Uinta Basin 1,908 215 169 - - - - 42 2,345

      Underground 1,568 215 152 - - - - 24 1,959

      Surface 340 - 17 - - - - 18 386

Other Western 2,597 104 82 - - - - - 2,783

      Underground 263 104 - - - - - - 367

      Surface 2,334 - 82 - - - - - 2,416

East of Mississippi River 16,404 3,781 4,850 2,128 1,275 1,156 499 3,355 33,598

      Underground 15,106 3,057 3,027 775 614 452 114 2,107 25,300

      Surface 1,298 724 1,823 1,353 661 704 385 1,248 8,298

West of Mississippi River 9,586 387 285 8 - - 1 53 10,331

      Underground 1,831 319 152 - - - - 24 2,326

      Surface 7,755 68 133 8 - - 1 29 8,005

U.S. Subtotal 25,990 4,168 5,135 2,136 1,275 1,156 500 3,408 43,929

      Underground 16,937 3,376 3,179 775 614 452 114 2,131 27,626

      Surface 9,053 792 1,956 1,361 661 704 386 1,277 16,303

Refuse Recovery - - 38 15 8 63 7 - 131

U.S. Total 25,990 4,168 5,173 2,151 1,283 1,219 507 3,408 44,060

- = No data reported.

1 For a definition of coal producing regions, see the Glossary.

2 Includes all employees at preparation plants and tipples not co-located with a mine.

Notes: Includes all employees engaged in production, preparation, processing, development, maintenance, repair shop, or yard work at mining operations, including office workers. Excludes preparation plants
with less than 5,000 employee hours per year, which are not required to provide data.



U.S. Energy Information Administration | Annual Coal Report 2024

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Mine Safety and Health Administration Form 7000-2, 'Quarterly Mine Employment and Coal Production Report.'
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