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WORKING GROUP PRESENTATION FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY 

DO NOT QUOTE OR CITE AS RESULTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

 

The buildings presentation provided a discussion of the progress on projects and preliminary 

results for AEO2014.  An overview of the projects discussed is included in the presentation 

materials provided as a separate attachment. 

 

Specific discussion/questions: 

1. When discussing 2009 residential end use consumption for AEO2014 compared to 

AEO2013, a participant asked how the changes in heating and cooling for 2009 came 

about.  EIA staff explained that the changes were a result of the update to 2009 

Residential Energy Consumption Survey (RECS) data, which allocates more energy 

use to space heating than the model results for 2009 in AEO2013.    

2. Discussion of the decision to tie data center server growth to the growth rate for 

service sector output led a participant to ask what is included in service sector output. 

EIA staff explained that the NEMS Macroeconomic Activity Module includes 

projected service sector output.  For AEO2014, data center servers are assumed to 

grow at the same rate as total service sector output after subtracting out utilities. 

3. During solar-related discussion, participants asked if EIA has plans to incorporate 

third-party financing for solar photovoltaic (PV) systems given that an increasingly 

large portion of these systems are sold under lease or power purchase agreement 

structures.  EIA staff explained that there are no immediate plans to include additional 

financing alternatives.  EIA has talked with NREL analysts conducting research on 

PV pricing trends and will continue to follow developments in the PV market.  

Further discussion revealed that only data from the “top states” can be obtained at this 

time for analysis of third-party financing and participants commented that even if 

included in NEMS, projected adoption would probably not increase relative to the 

current modeling structure that assumes PV systems are financed with the mortgage.  

4. A participant asked why EIA does not look at residential biomass heating more.  EIA 

staff responded that biomass heating is included in the residential projections and in 

the AEO tables as well as in the Winter Fuels Outlook report that accompanies the 

Short-Term Energy Outlook. Scarcity of comprehensive consumption and pricing 

data limit opportunities for more detailed projections.  
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