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Nuclear electric power plant:  A single‐unit or multiunit facility in which heat produced in one or more reactors by the 
fissioning of nuclear fuel is used to drive one or more steam turbines. 

Nuclear reactor:  An apparatus in which a nuclear fission chain reaction can be initiated, controlled, and sustained at a 
specific rate.  A reactor includes fuel (fissionable material), moderating material to control the rate of fission, a heavy‐ 
walled pressure vessel to house reactor components, shielding to protect personnel, a system to conduct heat away 
from the reactor, and instrumentation for monitoring and controlling the reactor's systems. 

OECD:  See Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. 

Offshore:  That geographic area that lies seaward of the coastline.  In general, the coastline is the line of ordinary low 
water along with that portion of the coast that is in direct contact with the open sea or the line marking the seaward 
limit of inland water. 

Oil:  See Crude oil.   

Oil from algae: Oil processed from unicellular and multicellular algae harvested specifically to produce biofuel. 

Olefinic hydrocarbons (olefins):  Unsaturated hydrocarbon compounds with the general formula CnH2n containing at 
least one carbon‐to‐carbon double‐bond.  Olefins are produced at crude oil refineries and petrochemical plants and are 
not naturally occurring constituents of oil and natural gas.  Sometimes referred to as alkenes or unsaturated 
hydrocarbons.  Excludes aromatics. 

Olefins:  See Olefinic hydrocarbons (olefins). 

OPEC:  See Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries. 

Operable unit (nuclear):  In the United States, a nuclear generating unit that has completed low‐power testing and been 
issued a full‐power operating license by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, or equivalent permission to operate. 

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD):  An international organization helping governments 
tackle the economic, social and governance challenges of a globalized economy.  Its membership comprises about 30 
member countries.  With active relationships with some 70 other countries, non‐governmental organizations (NGOs) and 
civil society, it has a global reach. For details about the organization, see http://www.oecd.org. 

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC):  An intergovernmental organization whose stated 
objective is to "coordinate and unify the petroleum policies of member countries."  It was created at the Baghdad 
Conference on September 10–14, 1960. Current and former members (with years of membership) include Algeria 
(1969 forward), Angola (2007 forward), Congo‐Brazzaville (2018 forward), Ecuador (1973–1992 and 2007–2019), 
Equatorial Guinea (2017 forward), Gabon (1974–1994 and 2016 forward), Indonesia (1962–2008 and 2016), Iran (1960 
forward), Iraq (1960 forward), Kuwait (1960 forward), Libya (1962 forward), Nigeria (1971 forward), Qatar (1961–
2018), Saudi Arabia (1960 forward), United Arab Emirates (1967 forward), and Venezuela (1960 forward). 

Other biofuels:  Fuels and fuel blending components, except biodiesel, renewable diesel fuel, and fuel ethanol, 
produced from renewable biomass. 

Other energy losses:  Energy losses throughout the energy system as they are consumed, usually in the form of heat, that 
are not separately identified by U.S. Energy Information Administration. Examples include heat lost in the process of 
burning motor gasoline to move vehicles or in electricity used to power a lightbulb. 

Other fuel alcohol:  Alcohols intended for fuel use that are not elsewhere specified. 

Other hydrocarbons:  Materials received by a refinery and consumed as a raw material. Includes hydrogen, coal tar 
derivatives, gilsonite.  Excludes natural gas used for fuel or hydrogen feedstock. 

Oxygenates:  Substances which, when added to gasoline, increase the amount of oxygen in that gasoline blend.  Ethanol, 
Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether (MTBE), Ethyl Tertiary Butyl Ether (ETBE), and methanol are common oxygenates. 

PAD Districts or PADD:  Petroleum Administration for Defense Districts.  Geographic aggregations of the 50 states and the 
District of Columbia into five districts for the Petroleum Administration for Defense in 1950.  The districts were originally  




