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North Dakota’s total 
proved reserves of crude 
oil and lease condensate 

exceeded those of the 
federal offshore Gulf of 

Mexico in 2013. 

North Dakota has 
abundant wind resources 

and ranked 6th in the 
nation in wind energy 

potential, 11th in utility-
scale generation, and 12th 

in installed generating 
capacity in 2013.

North Dakota 
energy  

highlights: 

Rail deliveries of U.S. oil continued to increase in 2014 
•	 North Dakota, now the second-largest oil producing state, provides nearly 

one out of every eight barrels of oil produced in the United States.
•	 Between 60% and 70% of the more than 1 million barrels per day (bbl/d) 

of oil produced in North Dakota was transported to refineries by rail each 
month in the first half of 2014.

July 1, 2014

North Dakota and Texas now provide nearly half of U.S. crude oil production 
•	 North Dakota production broke 1.0 million bbl/d  for the first time in 

history, nearly tripling its production since the late 1970s. 
•	 From April 2010 to April 2014, crude oil production volumes in North 

Dakota grew at average annual rates of 28%, compared with 2% average 
annual growth in the rest of the country.

August 28, 2014

U.S. Crude Oil and Natural Gas Proved Reserves, 2013 
•	 The Bakken/Three Forks play in the Williston Basin regained its rank as the 

largest tight oil play in the United States in 2013.
•	 North Dakota had the largest increase in proved reserves, about 1.9 billion 

barrels, in 2013 (61% of the nation’s total net increase). 
•	 Collectively, North Dakota and Texas accounted for 90% of the overall net 

increase in U.S. proved oil reserves in 2013.
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Proved crude oil and natural gas reserves
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•	 North Dakota has experienced more change in its economic makeup from mining activity than any other state, 
going from 2% of its economy in 2003 to 14% in 2013.

August 7, 2014

Energy production and other mining account for a large percentage of some state economies 

Sales of Fossil Fuels Produced from Federal and Indian Lands, FY 2003 through FY 2013
•	 Crude oil production from Indian lands increased 360% from 10 million barrels in fiscal year (FY) 2003 to 46 

million barrels in FY 2013. 
•	 Almost all of the increase took place since FY 2010, and mostly took place in North Dakota (primarily in the Fort 

Berthold Indian Reservation in the western part of the state).
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