
Next Steps on Climate: United States

Sarah O. Ladislaw
Director and Senior Fellow, 

Energy and National Security Program





Three Avenues for Action Post-Paris
• Operationalize international framework

• Deliver on targets and commitments

• Focus on longer term goal setting





United States: Climate Action Plan (2013)
Mitigation Adaptation International Leadership

 Deploy clean energy
- Clean Power Plan
- RE incentives
- Innovation

 21st century transport 
sector

- Increase fuel economy
- Advanced transport

 Cutting energy waste
- Efficiency standards 

 Reducing other GHGs
- HFCs
- Methane
- Forests
 Federal leadership

 Build stronger, safer 
communities and 
infrastructure

- Support climate resilient 
investment

- Climate preparedness 
task force

 Protect economy and 
natural resources

- Identify vulnerabilities
- Promote insurance

 Use science to manage 
impacts

- Assess impacts
- Launch climate data 

initiative 

 Work with countries to 
address climate change

- Enhance multi and 
bilateral cooperation

- Combat SLCPs
- Mobilize climate finance
- Free trade in 

environmental goods and 
services

- Phase out fossil fuel 
subsidies

 Lead in climate 
negotiations



Source: Center for Climate and Energy Solutions

• 2020 Target – 17% below 2005 levels

• 2025 Target – 26-28% below 2005 levels

On Track

Stretch Target

United States: Deliver on Commitments



Headwinds and Tailwinds

• Policy Uncertainty
– Outcome of 2016 elections

• Regulatory Uncertainty
– Pending and challenged regulations

• Market Conditions
– Overall pace of economic growth
– Nuclear closures

• Technological Evolution
– Declining cost of wind, solar, and batteries



United States: Broaden and Deepen Engagement

• Create new partnerships to keep up 
momentum and link the U.S. to other 
countries through engagement

• Promote action from the private 
sector and subnational actors

• Support the climate policies of key 
actors like Canada, Mexico, India, and 
China 

• Broad focus to the long-term and non-
energy sector sources of emissions
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