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• 2010-2015: Wind was 28% of all 
new electric generating capacity

• 2015: Wind #1 with ~34%, 
Solar ~29%, Gas ~24%

Source: AWEA U.S. Wind Industry Annual Market Report 2014

Recent additions to the U.S. power grid 



Source: AWEA U.S. Wind Industry Fourth Quarter 2015 Market Report

75 gigawatts of U.S. wind power, led by Texas



Mainstream power, reliably integrated

Source: AWEA Annual Market Report 2014



Jobs in wind power across America

Source: AWEA Annual Market Report 2014



Source: LBNL

Lower wind costs include economies of scale



Reasons for falling wind costs 

• Economies of scale (turbines, companies) 

• Technology accessing higher winds

• Policies now predictable

• Optimized siting

• More transmission to cities

• Predictive O&M 

• U.S. manufacturing
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Wind energy costs still falling, capacity factors still rising



Source: NREL

Wind cost vs. gas cost
2012-2022



Boom-bust cycle is over with 5-year PTC

Source: AWEA U.S. Wind Industry Fourth Quarter 2015 Market Report



Wind power is increasingly cost-competitive



The U.S. wind resource

• Wind could power more than 
13 times U.S. electricity needs

• New technology is reaching higher 
winds, making wind energy possible in 
new regions of the country



Wind Vision: 10% by 2020; 20% by 2030

Source: DOE Wind Vision and AWEA Market Data
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Trajectory to 20% by 2030
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Major brands purchasing wind to cut costs & carbon



Gallup, Annual Environment Poll, March 5-8, 2015:
• 70% say U.S. should put more emphasis on producing more domestic energy 

from wind; 14% say the same emphasis as now
• Among Republicans, 63% want more emphasis on wind

Bipartisan support for wind energy holds firm

Zogby, U.S. Homeowners on Clean Energy, March 2015
• 74% support extending federal tax incentives for wind and solar
• 87% think renewable energy is important to the country’s future

Public Opinion Strategies, for Pew Charitable Trusts, March 2015 
• 77% support increasing the use of wind energy
• 75% describe renewable energy as reliable
• 68% support restoring wind energy PTC, 47% “strongly support”



Wind is America’s energy future

2008 DOE: Wind can supply 20% 
of U.S. electricity

2015 DOE: Wind can supply 35%
of U.S. electricity



Corporate purchasing of wind power rising sharply





How much wind demand the Clean Power Plan will drive

Source: EIA



Wind is key to Clean Power Plan compliance

Reduction of CO₂ emissions rate from wind projects, 2012-2030

Pounds per Megawatt-Hour

Sources: AWEA U.S. Wind Industry Annual Market Report Year Ending 2015; EPA



Trend: New lines access vast supply of low-cost, carbon-free wind

Source: AWEA 2015 Annual Report. Wind project capacity includes projects under construction.

Recently 
developed 
lines



Source: E&E

High-voltage DC lines coming 





U.S. offshore: the next frontier



THANK YOU!
Andrew Gohn
Eastern Region Director, AWEA
202-383-2543
agohn@awea.org
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